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Communiqué / Press release

· June 9th, 2006 - EURENCO inaugurates cast PBX production workshop 

for I.M. shells 

EURENCO latest technologies displayed at EUROSATORY 2006

· Artillery modular charges

· Cast plastic-bonded explosives (PBX) for I.M. shells (see press release below)

· Propellants
· New energetic molecules
· High explosives and compositions 
· Combustible items: Combustible modular and cartridge cases, mortar horseshoe containers

· Base bleed grains for artillery shells

· Reactive armor kits
All these data is also available on EURENCO website: www.eurenco.com
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Press release

EURENCO inaugurates cast PBX production workshop for I.M. shells

June 9, 2006 – EURENCO today inaugurates a workshop for the mass production of cast plastic-bonded explosive (PBX) charges for artillery, tank and mortar I.M. shells at its Sorgues plant, in the Vaucluse region of southern France. 

The facility, which costs about 7 million euros, uses a new process for continuous production of cast PBX charges, called the “bi-component” process. This unique revolutionary process is protected by an international patent. Designed and developed by SNPE and EURENCO since the mid-1990s, it combines the product performance and insensitivity now required for land and naval munitions, with very competitive costs for mass-scale production. 

It marks a decisive step forward in the development of Insensitive Munitions (I.M.), and meets armed forces’ requirements for personnel and combat platform safety. 

This new workshop joins the cast PBX facilities already operating at EURENCO’s Sorgues plant for small and medium production runs. 

EURENCO is the uncontested world leader in cast PBX charges for Insensitive Munitions, with more than 35 years of experience and products used in all areas: missile warheads, general purpose and penetrator bombs, and navy and army shells. With this new workshop, EURENCO further consolidates its leadership in the supply of cast PBX charges for all types of weapon systems. 

About EURENCO (www.eurenco.com) 

Founded in January 2004, EURENCO (European Energetics Corporation) is a joint subsidiary of SNPE Matériaux Energétiques (60.2%), Saab of Sweden (19.9%) and Patria of Finland (19.9%). EURENCO has annual sales exceeding 130 million euros and some 800 employees at facilities in France, Belgium and Scandinavia. EURENCO designs and manufactures a complete range of powerful energetic products for military and industrial applications (gun propellants, combustible items, high explosives and compositions, cast PBX charges for Insensitive Munitions, new energetic molecules, reactive armor systems, specialty chemicals, etc.)
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Nadia Nouvion, Directeur de la Communication

E. mail : n.nouvion@snpe.com

Tél. 01 48 04 68 17 ou 44 – Fax 01 48 04 68 87

EURENCO latest technologies displayed at

EUROSATORY 2006


EURENCO is the only international partner to offer a complete and competitive range of cutting-edge energetic materials. 
It conducts business through three companies: 

· EURENCO France (Bergerac and Sorgues plant in France), including its subsidiary PB Clermont (Clermont plant in Belgium),

· EURENCO Bofors, with its subsidiary Bofors BEPAB (Karlskoga plant in Sweden),

· EURENCO Vihtavuori (Vihtavuori plant in Finland).

At Eurosatorary 2006, EURENCO displays its latest innovations in the field of energetic products for Army ammunition:

(  Artillery modular charges

EURENCO works in separate partnership with GIAT Industries and BAE Systems Bofors to develop, industrialize and qualify 155mm artillery modular charges for 155mm L52 and L39 artillery guns.

With its long skilled experience in propellants and combustible items fields, EURENCO provides the complete range of single and multi base propellants in addition to advanced combustible cases for these artillery modular charges.

Furthermore, EURENCO is investing in a new fully-automated and continuous workshop for serial production of artillery modular charges. This new plant will include modern manufacturing processes and equipment from the manufacturing of combustible modular cases to the “Load, Assembly and Pack” step of artillery modular charges.

(  Cast plastic-bonded explosives (PBX) for I.M. shells

Cast PBX compositions and charges are the product of research performed and experience acquired over more than 35 years. Their aim is to render munitions insensitive to accidental or intentional threats such as fuel fire, bullet impact, metallic 
fragment, drop, shock, etc. Additionally, Cast PBX charges are highly resistant to operational constraints (thermal, mechanical, aging, etc.), and provide top level performance.

EURENCO has inaugurated, on 9th June 2006, a new workshop for the serial production of cast PBX charges for army and navy ammunition (see attached press release).
With this new continuous production plant, added to existing batch manufacturing capabilities, EURENCO now offers a complete range of cast PBX charges for all kinds of applications, as testified by its numerous programs for worldwide Land, Naval and Air Forces:

· Artillery ammunition: 155 mm,

· Tank ammunition: 120 mm, 

· Mortar bombs: 120 mm, 81 mm,

· Air-to-ground rocket 70 mm,

· Naval ammunition: 76/62 mm, 127 mm,

· Missiles: surface-to-surface, anti-tank, air-defense, anti-ship, air-to-air, air-to-surface,

· Torpedoes, underwater mine, underwater mine disposal systems,

· General purpose and penetrator bombs.
(  Propellants

EURENCO offers a full range of progressive burning propellants, from the most conventional single base gun propellants to the most advanced multi base ones including LOVA gun propellants for all caliber ammunition: small and medium caliber ammunition, tank and artillery munitions in addition to mortar increments.  

EURENCO develops two types of LOVA gun propellants, RDX-based and DADNE & GUDN-based ones, designed for 40 mm and 57 mm Insensitive Munitions in addition to tank and  artillery Insensitive Munitions. 

EURENCO Spherical powders are manufactured by the PB Clermont subsidiary, located in Belgium.
(  New energetic molecules

For more than 10 years, our teams perform research and development of new energetic substances to satisfy customers’ future requirements. With a top-level expertise in this field, EURENCO offers further new energetic molecules thanks to its laboratories for studies and scale-up and its modern multipurpose production units:

· DADNE (1,1-diamino 2,2-dinitro ethylene) (FOX-7) for warhead loading in addition to LOVA propellants for tank ammunition, 

· ADN (Ammonium dinitramide) for rocket and space propulsion, 
· CL-20 used as energetic charges, 

· GUDN (Guarnylureadinitramide) (FOX-12) for warhead fillings as well as LOVA propellants used in artillery modular charges, 

· DADNPO (2,6-dinitro 3,5-diamino pyridine-N-oxide) for oil & gas industry,

· GAP DIOL, used as binder in energetic materials.

(  High explosives and compositions

EURENCO provides a wide scope of high explosives, including RDX, HMX, PETN, etc. and all well-known compositions (octol, hexotol, RDX/HMX compositions, moulding powders, etc.) for: pyrotechnics, explosive charges for ammunition (shells, bombs, shaped charges, etc.), missiles and propellants, cast PBX charges for Insensitive Munitions, shaped charges for oil & gas industry, etc.
Specialist in the field of high explosives with worldwide experience, EURENCO also manufactures advanced high explosives, such as NTO, HNS, TATB, less sensitive HMX and Insensitive RDX, called I-RDX®. 

(  Combustible items

EURENCO combustible items are the product of research performed and experience acquired over more than 40 years from the design and manufacturing of combustible cartridge cases. Thanks to a thorough experience in this field, the company has enlarged its combustible items’ capabilities and provides the complete range of advanced combustible cases for artillery, tank and mortar munitions.
Combustible cartridge cases 

EURENCO designs and produces a large range of combustible cartridge cases for 120 mm tank ammunition and artillery ammunition (130 mm, 155 mm).

Combustible modular cases

EURENCO manufactures combustible modular cases for field artillery 155mm L52 and also able to be used in 155mm L39 and L45 (manual or automatic loading). 

Combustible felted long cartridge cases

EURENCO develops and manufactures combustible felted long cartridge cases for artillery ammunition 155mm L52 and also L45 and L39. Thanks to their adjustable length, these cases are fitted to most of the 155mm self-propelled and towed howitzers.

Mortar horseshoe containers

EURENCO offers NITROFILM and felted NC horseshoe containers for 60 mm, 81 mm and 120 mm mortar ammunition.

The success of NITROFILM, nitrocellulose-based, is due to its high quality and good mechanical properties, as well as its resistance to water and cold conditions. EURENCO NITROFILM also avoids nitroglycerine migration of multi base propellants used for mortar propelling charges.

(  Base bleed grains for artillery shells

EURENCO offers base bleed grains ready to be fitted onto various artillery shells (105 mm, 120 mm, 130 mm, 155 mm).

Base Bleed units are produced through the pressing technology, using thermoplastic binder grains associated to a suitable igniter.

(  Reactive armor kits

EURENCO is in partnership with GIAT Industries to offer add-on protection kits for heavy and light armored vehicles in order to face the quantitative and qualitative evolution of threats. These modern and sophisticated systems use energetic materials that are insensitive to diverse threats including impact from bullets and fragments, fire and sympathetic detonation.

Reactive armors have been developed especially for the following armored vehicles: M 113, AMX 30, BMP-3, Bradley, M 60 and T 72.
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